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BEING NICE
by

John Hanson
"BEING NICE"

FADE IN:

INT. back of a taxi cab - NIGHT - TRAVELLING

A couple in their late thirties settle into the back of a taxi cab. They are on their way home after a smart office function attended by senior management.

linda

God that woman can talk. Did you get anything then?

peter
Out of Alistair? Blackheath, please. Just off Vanbrugh Hill. In between him trying to get off with Vanessa.

linda

Vanessa? That’ll be the day.

peter

What?

linda

When she’s having it off with Darren.

peter

Darren? Are you sure? He’s practically a schoolboy.

linda

Exactly, dear.
peter
Dirty bitch.

linda

What did he say then?

peter
We are getting Dorking-Wyatt. Signed and sealed.

linda

Well this is what we’ve been waiting for.

peter
Yes and I’ll probably go on waiting.

linda

Why? You’ve shown what you can do with Canada Square.

peter
This is bigger. Anyway there’s still Justin. Brian’s golden wonder boy. And Vanessa of course. The faithful sidekick.

linda

Well – I had a little go at that one.

peter
What? What have you been up to?

linda

I just asked Vanessa when the wedding was going to be.

peter
Wedding?

linda

Yes, that’s what they said. ‘Wedding? What wedding?’ And I said ‘Oh I am stupid. I thought that’s what Justin meant. Something about somebody called Darren? Everybody laughed when he said it.’

peter
My God. What did she say to that?

linda

Not a lot. She went all dark red and silent. Looking daggers.

peter
Priceless! If that gets back to Brian…

linda

Oh he was standing right there when I said it.

peter
No! No!

linda

It got all awkward and she sort of melted away.

peter
My God! You witch. And she’ll think it was Justin.

linda

You do catch on quick, dear. So then I started on about the PC project. ‘I do hope you’re not going to blame my husband for the PC project.’ 

peter
That’s nothing to do with me.

linda

Yes I know. So Brian said ‘Why? What’s wrong?’ I said, ‘Well the big savings not being there’.

peter
What? What did you say that for? You can’t just make things up, you silly cow.

linda

Oh please. I got it all from frumpy thing in the blue dress.

peter
Samantha? Justin’s admin support.

linda

Standing there all on her own. Sang like a canary. It was supposed to save a million originally…
peter
Consolidating the pc-based systems.

linda

Whatever. But they’ll be lucky to get quarter of a million over four years…

peter
Christ. You told Brian all this?

linda

Will it do any good? He acted like he already knew.

peter
They gave a presentation yesterday. They promised Brian 1.2 million savings within two years. ‘And quite probably more, Brian.’

linda

Oh dear. Looks like I may have caused a little devastation.

peter
I think you just may have done. You wicked witch of the west.

linda

Have I been naughty?

peter
Very naughty.

linda

I do hope you won’t punish me too harshly.

peter
Well we’ll have to see. It depends how nice you are to me.

linda

(exaggerated, girly)

Oh I’m always nice. Nice as pie.

They laugh uncontrollably together.

FADE OUT.

THE END
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